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fetish amongst the literati and slowly became
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Like many fashion trends, the aesthetics of foot
binding followed the spirit of the era--stylised
and minimalist. It was more important to be thin
and narrow than arched and small (unlike the
aesthetics of later centuries which resulted in the
deformed lotus shoes that we are more familiar
mrh) Everything about the S

iled dur 10 the 10th- 1>th

against the  ex ve

aesthetics of the p lod l)efor 3 and it w
beginning of women's war against weight

Because Hanfumaid was not a courtesan,
entertainer or prostitute in the early 10th
Century nor was she from an elite family in the
13th Centur to the modern world with
her full-fledged feet big, lumpy and full of
curves and lines, that Song people would regard it
the Quasim f female feet, For that r
pent most of her time at home.
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Beizi, Wangi Hanfu, ¥500;
Moxiong, model’s own;
Songku, Wangqi Hanfu, Y260

Dresses and blouses during Song dynasty
were mainly straight cuts--sleeves and col-
lars were all made up of parallel lines. And as
we all know, straigh s are not flattering for
women with curves, omen of that time
pur f
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Then, like now, Hanfugirl would be gazing
out of her window halfway through her
chores, looking de
down the
night for leisure. Femin

ret, but it didn'

independently, be empowerec
cleavage f We have recor

While the Tang Dynasty was the age of
power women, the Song dynasty was the age of
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Now in case you were wondering, Song
dﬁ'nasty women didn't need chaperons when
they went out, or when they participated in
the Chinese New Year night festival (not to be
confused with the Singapore Night Festival
that happens every August) which was a hot
spot for dating and meeting the opposite
ender. Like Cinderella, Hanfumaid is likely to
ﬁress to the nines when she goes out for some
me-time. Or, as in the case of some
unsuspecting owners, Hanfumaid would be
trying out the branded, fancy dresses in the
house while the owners spend 90% of their
waking hours climbing corporate ladders to
afford those very dresses Hanfumaid was
indulging herself in.

When the pursuit of being objectified exceeded the
pursuit for education, 0 It i
empowerment bit by bit.
caught up with th
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